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MANY HAPPY RETURNS!- In the 35th HLA year, our President feels it's time to 
review our history and honor those who made it. The old days are too good to 
forget; besides, they give us perspective on problems we thought were new with 
us. May we do as well as the pioneers! As you go back in time to "the days 
of old, the days of gold", we wish you Many Happy Returns! 


HOW TO BE FAMOUS.- This may remind earnest students in community relations of 
Oliver Garceau's PLI book, "The Public Library in the Political Process". It may 
also remind movie fans and whodunit readers of "The Perils of Pauline”. We are 
happy to present an article that unites these two sections of the reading public. 
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BOOKS FOR SALE!- Gift books pour into the Library of Hawaii week after week. Some 
go on the shelves; some are given to the Friends of the Library for their big 
annual book sale. Week after week they sort and price the books in a dusty base- 
ment; once a year they stage a big book sale, which provides hundreds of dollars 
for needy library departments. Mrs. C. J. Birnie, President of the FRIENDS and 
manager of recent book sales, has finally been persuaded to describe the tech- 
niques and hazards of staging this lively event. A FRIEND in need is a friend 
indeed! 


IT'S FUN TO EXCHANGE jobs for a year, says Mrs. Lillian S. Rockett. School librar- 
ians, especially, will be interested in her switch from New Mexico to Maui. She 
has two sons at opposite points of the globe: one on the battleship IOWA in the 
Mediterranean, the other working for the Wyoming Fish and Game Department in 
Jackson, Wyoming. She herself is a Wisconsin Library School graduate of 1951, 

and a popular guest on Maui. 


WAIOLEKA GIRL: A POEM.=- Not every library has a poet on tap, who will honor 

special occasions with verse that may not be immortal but is certainly useful 

at the time. When the Library of Hawaii gave a farewell luau for Violet A. Silver- 
man last fall, they asked Yvonne Smith to write something appropriate. Miss Smith 
retired into the shower, where she does her best work, and emerged in due time 
with this lyric in deathless pidgin. Sung to the tune of “Manuela Boy", played 

on guitar and ukulele by the Federation Girls of the YWCA, it wowed the audience 
and tickled the guest of honor. We print it here to recall that pleasant occasion, 
honor Violet (Waioleka in Hawaiian) and encourage poetry in the Islands. 


RALPH SHAW HIGHLIGHTS THE WINTER QUARTER.- Here is another installment of an ex- 
citing HLA year, told by the President, When the livewire Executive Board meets 
these days around a battered old table in the Library of Hawaii Publicity Room, 
history is being made. And when Mrs. Davis persuaded ALA President Ralph Shaw 

to fly the long way home from India and stop in Hawaii, HLA got a shot in the arn, 
and some one to rival Norman Cousins as our favorite VIP. 


NINE EDITORS AND A DREAM.= The JOURNAL rates at least a P.S. in HLA history. It 
is not yet 35, but before it gets any older here is a salute to the first nine 
editors who dreamed it up, and a sketch of its status today. 


MANY HAPPY RETURNS! 


1921. IT ALL BEGAN on an evening in November, 1921, when some ladies entered 
the Young Hotel in downtown Honolulu for an informal library meeting. One of 
them, Edna Allyn, had a private gleam in her eye; for HLA was about to spring 
from her brain as Jove brought forth Minerva. Outside on noisy Hotel Street the 
honkytonks played MARGIE and AVALON and their Oriental equivalents. Sailors 

chose tattoo designs and wondered whether to see Mary Miles Minter in ALL SOULS' 
EVE at the Hawaii Theatre, plus Chapter Five of VELVET FINGERS, or PEG 0' MY HEART 
at the tent theatre in Aala Park. Prohibition had limited their pleasures. 


In the quiet hotel the ladies passed groups of business men talking politics - 
not of the mainland, for those remote affairs were moving Back To Normalcy under 
President Harding - but the local scene, where a Republican governor, W. R. Far- 
rington, had replaced a Wilson Democrat, Charles McCarthy. The gentlemen looked 
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over their cigars at the ladies, and approved their decent, lightweight, ankle- 
length dresses, unpainted faces, and hair brushed into neat low pompadours or, 

on the young sprouts, combed over rats into perky ear puffs. Toward these the 
gentlemen swiveled their necks until their high collars pinched and recalled then. 
When the ladies got down to business, they drafted a thin dark girl to take 
notes, and this is what she recorded: 


Nov. 15. MINUTES OF PRELIMINARY MEETING, Young Hotel. 

"The librarians from the different institutions in Honolulu, upon the in- 
vitation of Miss Allyn, librarian of the Library of Hawaii, assembled in the 
pavilion of the Young Hotel on Tuesday evening. The primary reason for this 
meeting was to hear the report of Miss Alice E. Burnham, delegate to the A.L.A. 
Conference held at Swampscott (Mass. ) in June. Miss Burnham's report on the 
conference and the visits made to Eastern libraries proved of unusual interest, 
giving a keen insight into library life and work. Many valuable points in regard 
to Loan-Desk problems and overdue-book difficulties were touched upon. 


"Miss Lawrence of the Juvenile Department (L of H) made an announcement of 
the program for Good Book Week, and distributed posters to aid in advertising 
the meetings. Miss Allyn suggested that as so many trained librarians as well as 
others interested in library activities had recently come to the Islands, it 
might be advantageous to all to form a local organization. This suggestion 
meeting with general approval, Miss Clara Hemenway of the University of Hawaii 
was appointed temporary chairman. After a brief discussion of the advantages 
to be secured through such an organization, the Chairman appointed the following 
committee to take preliminary steps toward organization: Miss Higgins, Bishop 
Museum; Miss MacDonald, Normal School; Miss Allyn, Library of Hawaii, Chairman. 
- M. Jones, Acting as Sec'y." 


1922. On January 16 Miss Hemenway called an inter-island meeting of librarians 
to discuss the constitution and organize the Hawaii Library Association. We have 
tried to get firsthand details from any Founders within reach, but it is all very 
small and dim in their minds, like a keyhole at the other end of a crowded room. 
When informed that they elected her vice-president, Margaret Newman laughed and 
said, "Did they?" Marion Morse says there was just too much competition. She and 
Jay Restarick of the Art Academy have vivid memories of that day for another 
reason, Prince Kuhio's funeral. Miss Morse had wirelessed from Maui to Laura 
Robson in Honolulu, asking if dates for the two events could coincide, since 
outer islanders could hardly make two boat trips to Honolulu in one month. 

Miss Robson obliged. 


So the island librarians were there looking on at the gorgeous state funeral 
procession of Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole, last titular prince of Hawaii and 
longtime delegate to Congress. From Iolani Palace to the royal crypt in Nuuanu 
there were gun salutes and muffled drums, chants and ceremony, the strains of 
ALOHA OE and HAWAII PONOI, as the catafalque passed through the streets, followed 
by thousands of mourners. Here was the Christian Cross, and there was the Tabu 
Stick and Ball carried before the Chiefs, and the native Hawaiian societies who 
marched in their brilliart garb. Giant feather kahilis were carried and never 
used again; for Prince Kuhio's was one of the last royal funerals, the end of an 
era.. On top of all that, who noticed a handful of librarians meeting? Not the 
newspapers. And yet this meeting, with its forecast of better island library 
service, was not a bad tribute to the Prince who loved Hawaii and did so much 
for his people. 
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These were the first officers:=- President: CLARA HEMENWAY, Head of UH 
Library; Vice-president: MARGARET E. NEWMAN, Hawaii County Librarian; Recording 
m. Secretary: JESSICA PURDY, later RESTARICK, McKinley High School; Corresponding 
Secretary: LAURA ROBSON, later SUTHERLAND, Head of Stations, LH; Treasurer: 
ELIZABETH B. HIGGINS, Bishop Museum. 


But who were the Charter Members? We searched the early HLA minutes, and 
the spidery handwritten payroll of the Library of Hawaii for 1921; and added 
these names to the officers’ list as probable charter members: EDNA ALLYN, Head 
of LH; ALICE E. BURNHAM, Head of Reference, LH; CAROLINE GREEN, LH Reference 
Department; MARY LAWRENCE, Head of Juvenile Department, LH; ALICE BAILEY, NELL 
WETTER, MARJORIE A. BORNE, L. M. WIGHT, LH (is she the "Miss Wight of Kalihi- 
waena"” mentioned later?); IDA G. MACDONALD, Normal School, UH; MABEL HAWTHORNE, 
Cooke Library, Punahou; MAUDE JONES, Archives; and perhaps a "Miss Wiggin" who 
later made a speech to HLA. 


Then there were the County Librarians, who in 1922 were MARGARET E, NEWMAN 
of Hawaii; MARION MORSE of Maui; and GERTRUDE McLAUGHLIN of Kauai. The rest is 
silence. Corrections will be welcome for HLA records, which were sketchy in 
those days. 


What did HLA set out to do? Nothing startling, according to the minutes of 
Jan. 2k, igee. "It was suggested that the association have an occasional social 
meeting, the | suggestion meeting with general approval. Adjourned to meet again 
at the call of the president." But let's not write them off as social butter- 
flies. 


Feb. 20, DINNER MEETING, Mrs. Davies’ Kitchen. .. "Miss Carrie Greene reviewed 
her trip to New Zealand dwelling particularly upon the library question. -Miss 
Daphne Damon, a guest of the evening, gave a most interesting talk on the work 
of the A.L.A. in Paris.." March 3, UH Library. .. “Over a delightful cup of 
tea served by Miss Hemenway, a general discussion of plans for future meetings 
was carried on. At the suggestion of Miss Allyn, a motion was carried, that all 
letters of applications to the various libraries be kept on file at the Library 
of Hawaii.." And please note this marathon meeting of May 5, where they pro- 
grammed ten speakers in one evening, including the Governor of Hawaii and the 
territorial superintendent of schools. 





May 5, EVENING MEETING, LH. .. "The President, Miss Hemenway being absent, Miss 
Allyn presided, giving an introductory talk in which she reviewed the growth of 
the Library especially in connection with the work among the schools. After the 
following program refreshments were served. 
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS - Miss Hemenway, UH (Miss Allyn evidently substituted) 
Paper: LIBRARY WORK IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS AS CARRIED ON IN A NUMBER OF THE 
STATES, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO ITS DEVELOPMENT IN THE CITY OF CLEVE- 
LAND, OHIQ.- Miss Hawthorne, Cooke Library, Punahou. 
Paper: RESUME OF WORK IN THE SCHOOLS UNDERTAKEN BY THE LIBRARY OF HAWAII, 
WITH OUTLINE FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT.- Miss Lawrence, Children's Dept., 
LH. 
Discussion; 
1. WHAT THE NORMAL SCHOOL LIBRARY IS DOING FOR THE PROSPECTIVE TEACHER. - 
Miss MacDonald, Terr. Normal School. 
2. THE SCHOOL BRANCH A COMMUNITY CENTER.- Miss Wight, Kalihiwaena. 
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3. LIBRARIES IN RURAL OAHU.- Miss Robson, Stations Dept., LH. 
4, THE HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY.- Miss Purdy, McKinley High. 
REMARKS.=- Governor Farrington. 
ADDRESS.- Miss Wiggin. 
Social Hour and Light Refreshments.- Among the guests of honor were Gov. 
Wallace R. Farrington and Mr. Vaughan McCaughey (Supt. of Public Instruction) 
who spoke briefly of their appreciation of the library movement in Hawaii." 


What were the light refreshments with which Miss Allyn revived her guests? 
Who would dare plan such a solid program in these degenerate times? 


- 1923: lst, PAPER - 


On the Mainland, President Harding died and Coolidge took over. Honolvlu 
built Queen's Hospital and Central Union Church, and welcomed a new Inter-island 
steamer, the HALEAKALA. Bootleggers prowled the streets and Moonshiners brewed 
in the hills, adding to the crime wave. Johnny Wilson was mayor, and Hotel 
Street rang with BARNEY GOOGLE and YES! WE HAVE NO BANANAS. 


Jan. 31, Miss Burnham's home. They discussed ALA affiliation. "Guests of the 
evening were: Mr. & Mrs. Padraic Colum, Miss lidna Whiteman. Mr. Colum read a 
group of his poems and Miss Whiteman told a series of stories".. June 15, 
Punahou. At a "delightful picnic supper on the Punahou Campus at Miss Haw- 
thorne's invitation", they endorsed a fund appeal for the shattered library 
building at Louvain, Belgium; but voted to inquire into the need of contribu- 
tions to ALA HQ Fund... Nov. 30, LH, Miss Allyn's office. Maude Jones, delegate 
to ALA in Hot Springs, Ark., Soporte. So did Mary Lawrence on the NEA Conven- 
tion in Oakland, Cal., and the CLA meeting. 


1924. March 8, ANNUAL MEETING at Pleasanton Hotel (site of present Fernhurst). 
There were 29 m seabere and $18 on hand. Miss Burnham reported that HLA was not 
affiliated with ALA. 


192 5.. April 9, ANNUAL MEETING, UH.. "After a tour of the new University 
Library Miss Laughlin led a discussion on Cataloguing. Miss Green told of the 
completion of the index to Thrum's Annual.. Miss LeMonte led a discussion on 
the Classification of unbound material. Miss Dwight geve an interesting report 
of progressive work done and future plans for Hawaii. Miss Morse told of en- 
thusiastic work on Maui (including new branches in churches). Miss McCree re- 
ported for Kauai, looking forward to greater development. Miss Purdy led a 
discussion of work in the schools... Miss McKee gave a report of work being 
done in Waialua School Library..." 

After dinner at the UH "Cafetaria" the Ilead Librarians reported. Miss Allyn 
wanted correlation among libraries for joint use of resources - one suggestion 
was messenger service - and talked on adult education. Miss Hawthorne reported 
on Punahou. "Miss Hemenway described the recent moving of the University li- 
brary.." Aug. 19, Pleasanton Hotel. A tea for Mrs. Henschel, County library 
organizer for the state of California. She talked informally. 





1926. March 29, ANNUAL MEETING, LH. They sent $25 to ALA as a donation, 

and talked about reference books, funtting bindings, union cataloguing, inter- 
library loans, reference work with school children, maps, and eliminating ac- 
cession books. Miss Morse led a school and children's work discussion on use 


5 











XUM 


of the library, book lists, the mutilation of books, and poetry for children. 
There was an evening session on art, with art museum plans, two children's 
stories, and Alice M. Paddock, LH, speaking on the LH picture collection and 
art on her trip abroad. 


-1927: 5th, WOODEN - 


Were you @ matron, a toddler, an unborn babe, or a Flapper in a green 
cloche hat? Did you love that movie, SEVENTH HEAVEN, and marvel at a new 
Talking Picture, Al Jolson's JAZZ SINGER? Jazz tunes lasted longer in those 
days; did you hum MY BLUE HEAVEN, and ME AND MY SHADOW? Or did you shake your 
head over Tea Pot Dome and Companionate Marriage? Did some one tell you that 
a boy named Lindbergh had flown the Atlantic in 33 1/2 hours, with a sandwich 
in his pocket? In 1927, Hawaiian sugar hit a low of 5¢ a lb., and Kilauea 
erupted. But HLA carried on. 


March 22. At the ANNUAL MEETING, HLA voted to keep the same officers a second 
year, combine recording and corresponding secretaries, and make the county 
librarians automatic vice-presidents. "Miss Stockett spoke on LIBRARY PUBLICITY 
and Miss Richards gave a most interesting talk on new books for children. The 
meeting adjourned to a general Round Table, stimulatingly conducted by Miss 
Newman, 

"At 6:30 a banquet was enjoyed by 33 librarians at the Gold Room of the 
Young Hotel. Miss Appleby's address, THE MIRACLE PLAY, was enthusiastically 
received.".. 


Nov. 4. "The Association met at the President, Miss Macdonald's home. She gave 
an outline of the organization of the Association and of the growth of library 
work in the Islands... She spoke cof the great loss to the community and to the 
library world in the passing of Miss Allyn..." 


- This is not a history of libraries, or librarians, except as they appear 
in HLA records. But Edna Allyn founded HLA, and it is sad to think she did not 
live longer to enjoy its progress and complete her career. Upon her sudden 
death, Margaret Newman was drafted from Hawaii to teke her place; she had to 
plan two new wings for LH without time to tour the Mainland or scarcely catch 
her breath.- Miss Allyn was essentially a children's librarian, and the LH 
children's room now bears her name. Hawaiian Room has her picture, if any are 
curious. Shy and studious, kind to her staff, she never took office in HLA, 
but left gavel and limelight to others. But readers of the minutes will sense 
her guiding hand behind the scenes. 


In sober fact, what had HLA done so far? What was it like? We asked one 
of our friends, who arrived from the Mainland in those days, how HLA impressed 
her after the big Mainland library organizations. "It was a nice little sewing 
circle. With HLA calling meetings we had a good excuse for getting together, 
and it was nice because we all knew each other then -- not like today," she 
finished nostalgically. Others would remember it differently. At least HLA 
kept the librarians together, kept them thinking professionally, and provided 
what SCHOOL AND SOCIETY recently called ‘the value of interchange of ideas at 
the peer level’... 


ON 








1928. March 21, ANNUAL MEETING, LH. "The County librarians met with Miss 
Newman to discuss | County library problens. - Mrs. Bellinger showed samples of 
the way in which students were mutilating the books in order to get illustra- 
tions for their school note-books. It was voted that the Chairman name a 
committee to take up this matter with the DPI. Mrs. Merrill (later Judy Davis) 
asked what might be done to stop the sale of lowgrade magazines. It was voted 
that a committee be appointed to look into this matter..." 


1929. April 2, ANNUAL MEETING, YWCA and WAIKIKI TAVERN. 

YWCA: "Miss Lawrence, reporting for the special committee on the saie of 
cheap periodicals, stated that the Chamber of Commerce had taken this matte 
in hand and would try to have a bill introduced into this session of the 
legislature. Reporting for the committee on book mutilation, Miss Lawrence 
said that so far nothing definite had been accomplished. 

"Sketches of the material available at their libraries were given by Miss 
Morse, Honolulu Academy of Aris; Mrs. Loncteaux, Bishop Museum; Miss Judd, 
Carter Library; Miss Clark, Institute of Pacific Relations. Mrs. Geiser gave 
an account of the survey of school libraries in the Territory. Mrs. Loncteaux 
spoke on library publicity. Mr. B. B. Futernick, of Foster and Futernick, 
Bookbinders, San Francisco, who had come to the Islands to attend the Library 
Association meeting, gave a most interesting and instructive talk on bindery 
work, including a demonstration of book repairing." 

WAIKIKI TAVERN: "In the evening a dinner and skit were given at the 
Waikiki Tavern. The Trustees of the Library of Hawaii and Mr. and Mrs. 
Futernick were the guests of the Association.." 


1930. March 21, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, LH. They discussed entertainment of 
ALA members on post conference trips. March 25, ANNUAL MEETING, LH. Miss 
Green read a paper on HAWAIIANA, ITS GROWTH AND USE. Dr. Pox -teus spoke of 
PSYCHOLOGY, LIFE AND LITERATURE. March ??, SHIOYU TEA HOUSE. At a sukiyaki 
dinner Dr. Katsunuma, guest of honor, described Javanese manners and customs.. 





1931. Nov. 22, ANNUAL MEETING, LH. Miss Morse presided and introduced 
Prof. Gregg 5 Sinclair who gave ean interes sting talk on the novel.. 


- 1932: 10th, TIN - 


Depression was later and milder in the Islands, but bad enough. Sugar 
went down to .0257¢ a 1b. Honolulu had 19,000 flu victims and the notorious 
Massie case. The legislature cut territorial salaries 10%, with an added 5% 
cut to librarians, making 15% in all. ‘Their budgets were cut to the vanishing 
point. Married women were fired, if childless; if not, they were put on half 
time. But not until 1934 do HLA miautes reflect the hard times, and then we 
find indignant protests against the income tax. 


March 23, ANNUAL MEETING, LH. "Mrs. Welch, on behalf of the County Librarians, 
submitted a resolution asking the Library Association to go on record as opposed 
to the secondary schools placing untrained people in the positions of school 
librarians. It was voted that the President name a committee to confer on this 
matter with the DPI and the principals of the secondary schools.. 

"The members of the Association were the guests at supper of Mr. and Mrs. 
Alfred L. Castle. Mr. (J. P.) Marquand spoke on LORD TIMOTHY DEXTER. 
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1933. Feb. 8, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, Donna Hotel. "It was decided to hold 
the annual “neet ing at the Royal Hawaiian Hotel.. and to engage Christopher 
Morley to speak, paying the University $75.00 for this. Mrs. Restarick stated 
that the hotel would serve tea at .50 a person. It was decided that each 
member should be allowed as many as six guests.." 


March 13, ANNUAL MEETING, Royal Hawaiian. Christopher Morley gave his talk, 
followed by a reception. He was then lecturing on Shakespeare at the Univer- 
sity. On this occasion, people who expected food for thought were disappointed. 
People who wanted entertainment enjoyed him immensely. "He really didn't sav 
anything," remembers one listener, "but he said it so beautifully." 

"Miss Macdonald submitted a Resolution drawn up by the Educational Con- 
mittee, asking that if possible the time be hastened when our schools may have 
librarians trained for school library work. After some discussion this Resolu- 
tion was accepted and it was voted that a copy be sent to the supervisors and 
principals.. Miss Macdonald was named chairman of the Committee on School 
Cooperation.." 


1934. “March 14, ANNUAL MEETING, LH and Oahu Country Club. "It was voted, 
on the motion of Mrs. Welch, that the Legislative Committee communicate with 
the ALA and endeavor to have the Librarians of the Territory of Hawaii exempted 
from paying the Federal Income Tax.." 


1935. March 21, ANNUAL MEETING, Honolulu Art Academy. "Miss Macdonald, 
reporting for for the | Legis lative Committee, gave a resume of the work done, in- 
cluding her correspondence with officers of the ALA and the U. S. District 
Attorney relating to federal income tax rae fi sions, and stated that the law 
only exempts teachers. Miss Newman offered the suggestion, from Mr. Garrett 
of the HEA, that the HLA combine with the BRA in the annual meeting of the 
latter.. no action taken..." June 23, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, LH. “A committee 
consisting of Mrs. LeBourdais, “and. irs, oe was appointed to represent the 
HLA at HEA.. It was decided that the president was to appoint a committee of 
three to begin planning publicity for four weeks vacation, sabbatical year and 
exchange privileges for libraries so that when the next session of the legis- 
lature meets both they and the public will be aware of the needs..." 


1936. April 7, ANNUAL MEETING, LH. "Miss Ames moved that a committee be 
appointed to reopen the investigation concerning whether or not state, county, 
and city employees on the mainland pay federal income taxes, and if it be 
found that they do not, a protest be made against this discrimination.. 
carried...” Dec. 8, ANNUAL MEETING, Punahou Cottage at Kaliala. Mr. Wade 
Warren Thayer, > Head of LH Trustees, recommended that HLA ask for conditions 
granted teachers at the last legislature. Miss Wilcox agrees to present the 
bill.again; Mr. Farrington and Mr. Vitousek are both willing to support a bill 
for longer vacations, and HEA pledges support, also provision for appointment 
of a teacher-librarian or library coordinator on each island. The school 
library committee recommended supporting the DPI in its efforts to fet an 
adequate school budget 











- 1937: 15th, CRYSTAL - 


In Hawaii, the’ maritime strike continued. Doris Duke built a small Hindu 
palace on a lovely sea-washed point below Diamond Head. In a world torn by war 
and rumors of war, we saw the movie LOST HORIZON and dreamed of a place of 
refuge called, like Miss Duke's home, Shangri-La 


April 7, ANNUAL MEETING, UH Library. "It was decided to ask the regents of the 
University of Hawaii to have each teacher graduating .. take six credits of 
library work. An organization called the FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY was discussed..” 


1938. April 20, ANNUAL MEETING, LH. "Dr. Cheuk-woon Taam of Lingnam Univer- 
sity, Canton, on, China, was the speaker, (on) recent development of the Chinese 
libraries... Miss Morse was appointed chairman of the committee (on) assembling 
material for the Chinese libraries... Miss Newman spoke about the newly or- 
ganized Friends of the Library. The first mecting was to be held at the Library 
of Hawaii this same evening. Miss Faith Baldwin was to be the speaker..." 


1939. Jan. 19, 1 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, Maude Jones’ home. "It was decided that 
this year at the meeting each libravian would wear a name tag so every one would 
know who each person was.." March 22, ANNUAL MEELING, Home of Maude Jones. 
"Miss Fairweather for the Nominating Coumittee recommended the office of vice- 
president be recreated, that an active vice-president be elected in addition to 
the county librarians.." April 13, EXNCUTIVE COMMIVTEZ, Jane Fairweather's 
home. “It was agreed that the Association would Lave a fuller meaning for its 
members and the public at large if other meetings were sponsored at intervals 
during the year.. plans were made for a public meeting to be held early in May 
at which time speakers would be invited to review books dealing with present 
day governments. Rev. Stephen Mark of the Community Church and Dr. John 
Reinecke of McKinley High School were asked and gracefully accepted the invita- 
tion." 

(After much checking for this missing piece of HLA history, veterans seem 
to remember that Mr. Mark spoke excellently to a very small audience in LH audi- 
torium. The series was probably abandoned before we had a chance to hear the 
gifted, scholarly Dr. Reinecke, later known as one of the "Hawaii Seven", who 
were tried for Communism in 1952.) 


"Discussion followed on the desirability of bringing a speaker from the 
Coast for a series of lectures. Miss Helen Haines of Los Angeles and Miss Ethel 
Sawyer, Readers' Advisor, University of Oregon, were suggested.. It was also 
suggested that sectional meetings be held on each Island, especially with in- 
vitations extended to all Gchool Librarians. fFimphasis was laid upon the need 
of bringing non-professional workers into a more active participation in the 
Association. It was moved and seconded that the minutes of Executive Committee 
meetings be sent to each Vice-president of the outside Islands. Passed..." 


1940. Feb. 27, ANNUAL MEETING, Waialae Golf Club. "Program of the evening.- 
The Town Hall of the air a la ALA.. general subject, IS THE ALA KEEPING STEP WITH 
THE TIMES? Mrs. Kathryn Thompson spoke on ALA AND THE INDIVIDUAL LIBRARIAN; 

Mrs. Ethel Bowen on THE REORGANIZATION PLAN and Miss Mary Helen McCrae on 

FEDERAL AID. The speakers covered their subjects authoritatively and with 

great value to their listeners." 
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1941. March 13, ANNUAL MEETING, LH. We list their program: 

2:45 Section meetings: Children's and Elementary Schools; Junior and Senior 
High Schools; Hawaiiana. 

3:45 General meeting in auditorium. Reports: Secretary, Treasurer, Section 
Chairmen. Election of Officers and Honorary Members. Discussion and 
adoption of a new constitution. Reports from Librarians, Public libraries 
of Oahu, Maui, Hawaii and Kauai, and the Librarian at Queen's Hospital. 
Other reports and business. 

7:00 Dinner, Oahu Country Club. Introduction of guests. Introduction of our- 
selves: THE CONTRIBUTION LIBRARIANS HAVE MADE TO THE COMMUNITY SURVEY OF 
EDUCATION, Susan Taylor. THE ALA, Mrs. Juliet L. Davis. THE YEAR JUST 
ENDED, Margaret Titcomb. THE CREDO OF THOMAS WOLFE, address by Mrs. 
Willowdean C. Handy. 


March 17, ANNUAL MEETING (continued) Mrs. McDole said the Children's Section 
had offered a spring reading list for sale at 2¢ each, and had only 488 left of 
3000 copies. Their section was very much opposed to the sale of indecent 
literature and magazines, and offered their cooperation in opposing it. The 
Holy Name Society is also campaigning.. The new constitution was adopted. 

Mrs. Hadley suggested a county library section. Jane Fairweather nominated 
Miss Green as an honorary member and Miss Judd spoke for Mr. Tice Phillips. 


Oct. 3, FALL MEETING, Hemenway Hall, UH. The speaker was Mr. Edgar Schenck, 
curator of the Honolulu Art Acadeny, who represented the Disaster Council Com- 
mittee on protection of art, libraries, and buildings. He said librarians now 
have a responsibility ten tines greater than before. He hopes every institu- 
tion will stay open if possible in an emergency. Don't concentrate materials 
all in one place. Have plans for evacuation from each building, and camouflage, 


and prepare to handle incendiary bombs ... (!!! 


» « e December 7... 


- We all know what happened at Pearl Harbor that Sunday morning. If you 
need a refresher, there is Gwen Allen's fine book, HAWAII'S WAR YEARS. FROM 
HERE TO ETERNITY describes the Schofield attack. In a lesser known leaflet, 
HILLTOP HOME, Mrs. Powlison tells how war planes swept over her fortress-like 
home in Lanikai, but held their bombs when they saw colorful family washing 
on the line. But a Library of Hawaii janitor was killed on the streets of 
Honolulu. People rushed to volunteer in the hospitals or defense agencies, or 
huddled fearfully at home. In the next hectic weeks librarians worked by day 
and volunteered for defense work at night. On Kauai, Eleanor Davis spent New 
Year's Eve in a communications center while shells from Japanese submarines 
whistled overhead. There was military rule: regimentation, curfew at sundown, 
barbed wire, blackout, and daily fear of invasion for the next six months, till 
Midway was fought. Many islanders met that shocking moment in wartime when you 
realize that people are trying to kill you. For them and millions of others, 
the rebirth of confidence and goodwill would be a long, slow process, requiring 
patient therapy by any means possible, including books. But now, as war ebbed 
and flowed in the Pacific Theater, librarians had a new public to serve... 


1942. May 14, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, Librarian's office, LH. "The meeting 
was in lieu of “The annual meeting and was occasioned by the sudden arrival of 
the county librarians." (They came by air for the first time, in blacked-out 
Planes.) "The president announced that it was most informal and that at the 
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request of the county librarians, the speakers for the afternoon were to tell 
of their part in library service for servicemen." (The Treasurer was also 
directed to send $10 to the Alice E. Burnham memorial, a set of the Oxford 
English Dictionary purchased for LH by the staff and Miss Burnham's friends.) 

"The speakers were Mrs. Mary Helen Stevens, librarian of the lth Naval 
District, Miss Olive Duffy, newly-appointed Hawaiian Department librarian, and 
Mrs. Ethel Bowen, (who) told of the work she and her husband.were doing, taking 
books and magazines to the outposts.." (Before they broke up they donated $25 
to Mrs. Bowen's mobile USO unit and to Army and Navy libraries.) 





1943. March 27, ANNUAL MEETING, Mabel Smyth. "The first annual meeting of 
the Association to be held since the outbreak of war was called to order by 
President Jane Fairweather." Mrs. Lucile H. Wilkinson told of her work in the 
library of the Hawaiian office of censorship. 

"Capt. (Leon) Poullada outlined the set-up of the Hawaiian Department 
library at Schofield Berracks. (It) now has 13 post libraries with 100,000 
volumes, 6 hospital libraries with 20,000 voluues and libraries in the field 
with 30,000 volumes.. It is a dull month if two or three new libraries are not 
started. Portable book units are taken out into the field for groups of less 
than 50 men. (He) believes that books will not only win the war, but also write 
the peace. 

"Mrs. (Jean) Dabagh represented the Pearl Harbor library... Miss Newman 
reported LH had kept a record of their registration by occupation during the 
year. Civilian borrowers, defense workers and servicement totaled 10,000 in 
each group. An average of 660 defense workers and servicemen. took out cards 
per month.. Miss Shields (reported) that in spite of the drop in enrollment 
at the university from 3000 to 1200, the University library was busily serving 
the new Army units occupying Farrington Hall and Atherton House, the Adult 
education department, and the Punahou juniors and seniors... Meeting adjourned 
to examine the portable book units displayed through courtesy of the Hawaiian 
Department library.." 


- To handle this huge influx of wartime borrowers, library executives 
toiled day and night. So did their young staff menbers, except that their 
nighttime toil was like that of the Twelve Dancing Princesses who wore out a 
new pair of shoes each night. When every girl could get all the dates she 
wanted, and more, wartime romances blazed up. Wartime songs were in the air, 
WILD BLUE YONDER .. TILL THEN .. I'LL BE SEEING YOU .. SPRING WILL BE A LITTLE 
LATE THIS YEAR ... and the rest. And in these days of hectic living, HLA nearly 
died on the vine. 


As we were pumping people for war memories, a friend remarked, "Did you 
ever hear about the time HLA almost broke up? It was during the war, when 
they were so apathetic to HLA that Jane Fairweather got up in meeting one time 
and said since there was so little interest they might as well disband. And 
boy, did that work! They screamed protests right and left, and got down to 


business! 


April 10, EXECUTIVE BOARD, Vluniu Swimming Club. "Mrs. Ethel Bowen, the newly 
elected president, served tea and refreshments.. In order to try to increase 
the membership Mrs. Bowen appointed Miss Irmegard Horman as membership chairman.. 
Miss Lei Stevenson (later Becker) was appointed Publicity chairman. It was 
suggested that a bulletin be sent out to the members every three months..." 
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July 27. “It was voted to have the treasurer pay Miss Leilani (Stevenson) $2.68 
for what she had spent on postage in order to mail the Library Association News 
Bulletin; also to pay the Library of Hawaii $4.73 for materials.” (Total - $7.41) 
They planned a field trip to see the Schofield library, with dinner at 
Kemoo Farm... "It was suggested to have some kind of a social getogether for 
new librarians. Mrs. Violet Silverman was asked to try to get the Punahou 
Cottage at Kailua for a picnic supper.." Aug. 31, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, LH. 
Mrs. Silverman said they could get the cottage for the Sept. 18 weekend, and 
rent the Punahou station wagon (9 persons and the driver). "Those going to 
Kailua could take a bus in front of the Black Cat Café. These buses leave 
Honolulu at 11:30 A.M. and 1:30 P.M. and leave Kailua at 5:30 P.M." If 20 weni, 
the company would run a special. "Mrs. Martha Weber was appointed chairman of 
the food committee. The menu was to consist of potato salad, cold meat, rolls, 
coffee, and cake.." 





Oct. 15-16, FALL MEETING, "Mabel Smith". Mrs. Silverman stressed the need of 
Hawaiian c: Sreft materials and information on the Pacific area for the armed forces. 
"At a dinner following, Ernest J. Kelly of Kamehameha Schools spoke on his voyage 
on the first trip of the Gripsholm. (He) had been in a Japanese Concentration 
Camp im Honkong." 


1944. April 6, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, Uluniu. They discussed the sections. 
"The elementary School group wished to continue work as part of the Children's 
Section, and a section on Hawaiiana was also favored. The hospital group are 
continuing with bibliotherapy.." April ek, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, LH. "The- name 
of Eloise Winstedt (UH) was proposed for t The head of the publicity committee.." 
May 8, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, LH. "Miss (Charlotta) Hoskins had such enthusiastic 
responses to her suggestion for a Reference and Special Libraries Section that 
she is calling an evening meeting on May 17th.. Mrs. Winstedt suggested that we 
consider publishing a regular quarterly bulletin of the H.L.A. as a means of 
keeping members in touch with other libraries between our regular meetings.." 
June 5, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, LH. "Miss Hoskins said that 14 members had been 
present at the Reference and Special Libraries Section. The project for the year 
is to be the correction and bringing up to date of the Union List of Serials in 
Honolulu.. Aug. ll. “It was decided that in the future copies of reports of all 
HLA meetings should be sent to ALA HQ as well as to the LIBRARY JOURNAL in order 
to keep them informed of our activities.. Mrs. Winstedt reported much favorable 
comment on the HLA JOURNAL.." 


- This was a big year for HLA publications. Volume 1, No. 1 of the JOURNAL 
came out in June 1944. Extract: "Did you know that 77? There are at present 
133 members of the Hawaii Library Association. This goodly number represents 
68 institutions.. public libraries, scinool and university libraries, special 
libraries and service libraries... We "make ' the radio. Tune in .. KGMB for 
‘Something to think about' by Larry Stevens..” And in June, 1944, we also had 
Volume 1, No. 1 of CURRENT HAWAIIANA, that useful list of books and periodicals 
put out by a committee of the HLA Haweiiana Section. The JOURNAL reports that 
v.l of CUR HAW was widely distributed and well received. It went to 36 HLA 
members, 21 local people or institutions and 37 non-local. Its first committee 
was Janet Bell, Chairman, Clare Murdoch and Bernice Judd, and Miss Bell is still 
chairman today. As Clare Murdoch remarked recently, "Janet Bell is CURRENT 
HAWAIIANA." oe 
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Nov. 3-4, ANNUAL MEETING, Mabel "Smithe". "Army and navy as well as city and 
outside island librarians attended the wo day sessions. (They had).three round 
table discussions on the subjects THE LIBRARIANS’ STAFF, THE LIBRARIANS’ PUBLIC 
and TH LIBRARIANS’ COMMUNITY.. Discussion leaders were Miss Newman, Mrs. Welsh 
and Mrs. Jackson, who substituted for Mrs. (Judy) Davis.. 

"Miss Hannah Hunt spoke of her work with young people... The following reso- 
lution was unanimously accepted... 1. That a school Library Supervisor, graduate 
of an accredited library school, with school library experience, be appointed by 
the DPI. 2. That clerical help be utilized to handle the textbook collection. 
Copies are being sent to Mr. Oren E. Long and Dr. Arthur L. Dean.." 


1945. March 23- 24, ANNUAL MEETING, Mabel "Smythe". About 60 attended. ALA 
writes that we are Tent itlea to one council member as a result of the recent 
change in ALA By-Laws. Mrs. Juliet Davis was nominated.. Mrs. Silverman 
presented the ALA request for $200 as our quote" (for a Washington lobby). They 
voted to raise as much as possible. Sept. 1€, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, LH. "Mrs. 
Mansfield reported that the treasury contains $136.42, and that a total of 
$219.72 was sent to AJA... Education Commissioner Mrs. E. E. Black asked HLA 

to support a recommendation that Teachers College graduates be required to pass 
a survey course in library science for public schools... (so) voted.. Miss 
(Barbara) Baker, as usual, demanded more news for the JOURNAL.." 


1946. Jan. 29, FXECUZIVE COMMITTES, Li. "Miss (Priscilla) Griffey (later 
Harpham) new editor of the HLA JOURNAL, presented recommendations.. a steering 
committee in charge, and special rep sresentatives in each library.. There should 
be interesting articles and editorials as well as news items if the JOURNAL is 
to be a worthwhile professional publication. ‘The executive committee approved.. 
The next issue will be aimed especially to interest school librarians in HLA..« 
"Miss Hoskins announced that as a result of Mrs. Black's recommendation on 
a library course for ‘teachers College, a Teachers Coordinating Committee has been 
set up, including three members from HLA and three from the University, to make a 
survey of school libraries, with Miss (Ida G.) Wilson as general chairman. fhe 
goal is to have the legislature appropriate money for a territorial director of 
school libraries... Miss Griffey proposed setting up a catalogers' section, to 
help librarians who are doing cataloging without being trained for it, and 
possibly to work on cooperative cataloging.. approved," 


March 30, ANNUAL SPRING MEETING, At the organization meeting of the Catalog 
Section, Edith Irwin was made chairman of a committee to draw up a code for co- 
operative cataloging, and Helen Gilbertson (later Bevens) became chairman of a 
committee on questions and answers. Mabel Jackson was elected ALA Councillor. 
After dinner Mr. Samuel W. King spoke on statehood for Hawaii. Sept. 3, EXECUTIVE 
BOARD, LH. It was voted to send literature on "Statehood for Hawaii" to ALA HQ, 
LIBRARY JOURNAL and WILSON BULLETIN. 


-194%7: 25th, SILVER - 


In a fine postwar confusion the Republican 80th Congress battled Merry 
Truman to the tune of FEUDIN' & FIGHTIN' and THERE! I'Vii SAID IT AGAIN.. Remember 
Red Herrings, Loyalty Checks, the Freedom Train and the Marshall Plan? Flying 
saucers were seen, and the NEW LOOK in fashion replaced the severe wartime sil- 
houette. New books: AGE OF ANXIETY; TALES OF THF SOUTH PACIFIC; new play: ‘A 
STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE. 
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In Hawaii, ILWU consolidated the sugar unions into Local 142. Governor 
Ingram Stainback blasted Communists in an Army Day speech. Colorful Johnny 
Wilson was Mayor of Honolulu again, and the year's political issue was the Puka 
in the Pali. Aloha Week was invented. Returned servicemen whistled an arpeggio 
of ditties from BELL BOTTOM TROUSERS to SYMPHONY. 


1948. Sept. 16, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, LH. "Mrs. Jackson made several sw:ces- 
tions for the | annual business meeting; first, to have some discussions about the 
use of extra money in the treasury; 2d, to have the secretary review briefly tlic 
history of the Association; and 3d, to start a scrapbook of clippings pertaining 
to the Association which would present for posterity a livelier picture than the 
minutes. It was moved and seconded that this scrapbook become a definite project 
of the Association and the Vice-president be named as Historian and assume re- 
sponsibility for it. The VP was not present; the motion was passed unanimously.." 


Oct. 15, FALL DINNER, Gam's Kitchen. Mr. and Mrs. Harry Allan and Bonaro Over- 
street "took turns talking to their interested audience of 100 members and guests 
about how libraries and librarians were changing and keeping up with the changing 
times.. The Loudspeaker gave trouble till Mr. Brotherhood fixed it.." Oct. 16, 
FALL MEETING, Mabel "Smithe". (From report of John B. McClurkin, Chairman Union 
List Committee) "We still need the collective efforts of every member to complete 
the job. The MS is not yet typed. There are 5 full trays of cards to be put 
into MS. This represents 55-60 hours of steady typing. If each and every one 
of you would come and work 3 hours the work would be more than finished. I'd 
like 5 volunteers for next Saturday afternoon.." 





1949. Sept. 20, EXECUTIVE BOARD, LH. “Mr. (Robert) Gahran reported that 
members of the Executive Board met with Dr. Milton Lord, Librarian of the Boston 
Public Library (and President-Elect of ALA) on Sept. 3rd at the Country Club. 

Dr. Lord was a member of the TOWN HALL group which had traveled around the world 
doing broadcasts. He spoke informally.." Oct. 22, FALL MEETING, Queen's Surf. 
They wore name cards, and new members were presented with vanda orchids through 
the courtesy of Miss Harriet Slater of Hilo. Speaker, Dr. Katharine Luomala, on 
her recent trip to the Gilberts for six months. Sections: Reference, Miss Marion 
Hollenbach on UN; Children's, Dr. Pauline Stitt; Haweiiana, discussion on printing 
and binding facilities "with Mr. Sam Jackson as principle speaker".. 


1950. March 25, SPRING MEETING, Waioli Tea Room. It was a fried chicken lun- 
cheon at $1.75 per, with name cards, and corsages of purple violets for the County 
Librarians. “Joyce Wright reported on the Civil Service Committee... (It was ) 
voted to thank UNION LIST OF SERIALS committee -- John McClurkin, Chairman, 
Margaret Titcomb, Jean L. Dabagh, Kay Newhall, Jean B. Stevens, Mabel Fraser, 
Charlotta Hoskins... Sept. 12, EXECUTIVE BOARD, LH. Miss Joyce Wright reported 
on her work with the HLA . JOURNAL. Various library schools wanted to be on the 
exchange list, (also) the Library of Congress.. A motion was adopted that ex- 
change material be filed in the Library of Hawaii. Interesting notes in these 
bulletins were to be mentioned in the JOURNAL..- It was decided to add these 
guestions to the reservation cards for the fall meeting: 1. Are you interested 
in the Civil Service Committee? 2. How do you feel about the HLA taking a stand 
on censorship in the Library?.. 


1951. Nov. 3, FALL MEETING, YWCA. "Miss Margaret Titcomb reported that Mrs. 
Jean Stevens of the Hawaiian Pineapple Company Library was responsible for 
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duplicating, without expense to the HLA, the first supplement to the UNION LIST.. 
It was then proposed that the HLA write to the (Ss salary Standardization) board 
offering information and services... carried. Miss Carolyn Crawford asked that 
the HLA make a request for the unabridged, mainland edition of the TIME MAGAZINE 
on behalf of libraries in Hawaii..." 


1952. April 5, SPRING MEETING, YWCA. "TIME again refused to allow libraries 

in Hawaii to subscribe to mainland editions... 19 5 3. June 9, EXECUTIVE BOAKD, 
LH. "The President reported that telegrams had been sent to the members of the 
Finance and Ways and Means Committees, Territorial legislature, objecting to H. 
Bill 1188 which would lower beginning library salaries. (They voted) that a 
Legislative Committee be set up to prepare for future meetings of the legislature, 
to work towards better salaries, etc..." 1954. Jan, 12, EXECUYIVE BOARD, Li. 
The President announced a dinner at Oahu Country Club for “hire. Carma. Zinwermen, 
California State Librarian, on Jan. 16.. June 3, EXECUTIVE BOARD, LH. "Geraldine 
Milne was appointed HLA Councillor on the ALA Council for the next four years.. 

It was suggested that an attempt be made to increase HLA membership by contacting 
librarians of the Catholic schools, new outer island librarians, and by billing 
delinquent members. 


1955. Jan. 4, EXECUTIVE BOARD, LH. "Agnes Conrad gave a summary of the com- 
prehensive and excellent brochure which her (Legislative) committee had prepared. 
She explained that the emphasis had been placed on the difficulty of recruiting 
librarians for local jobs and why. Graphs have been included. It was decided 
to have 100 copies made at a cost of $50. (President) Jean Stevens complimented 
Eleanor Davis on the speed and efficiency of her (constitution) committee.." 

Oct. 29, FALL MEETING, Kewalo Inn. "The current project of (the Children's) Sec- 
tion is sending children's books to a school for refugee children in Switzerland 
(as) requested by Mrs. Frowe." 


1956. March 12, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, LH. "Miss (Suzanne) Starr reported that 
the Legislative Coométhes has requested job specifications from 33 civil service 
departments for the following positions - librarians, social workers, accountants, 
engineers, and public health nurses. At present no re-hearings are scheduled on 
repricing, but the committee will study the job descriptions and pertinent infor- 
mation will be made available. April ty SPRING MBETING, Hawaiian Village Hotel. 
After lunch and a comic fashion show, “Program Clairman Yvonne Smith presented 
the Armed Forces Section. Miss Helene Gowan, chairman, and several members, gave 
brief accounts of their work.. ‘The President reported on the tea which was given 
at the Willows in November by the Association in honor of Mr. Rustam Sutan Palin- 
dih, President of the Indonesian Library Association and Delegate for Indonesia 
to UNESCO.. ‘The President (Jean Dabagh) read a letter from Dr. Richard S. Aln, 
Director, University of Hawaii Reading Clinic inviting HLA to join in sponsoring 
a Book Fair in November... accepted..." 


April 25, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, old and rew officers meeting in Jean Dabagh's 

house. "Janet Bell reported that the Hawaiiana Section is completing the 12th 
volume of CURRENT HAWAIIANA. Mrs. Jean Stevens, new chairman of the Publications 
Committee announced that there would be a complete revision of the UNION LIST 
during the coming year.. It was (voted) that two issues of the (HLA) JOURNAI, be 
printed each year (and) that $125 be set aside for (them).." July 9, EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE, LH. "The Legislative Committee reported success in gaining the support 
of the Republican Party of Hawaii (for) a more liberal budget for public libraries; 
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adequate appropriation for the University of Hawaii (and) the Territory-wide adult 
education program. This success was due to the efforts of Helen Willocks and 
Jessie Larsen's Legislative Committee. Helen Willocks contacted Republican 
delegates from Hawaii. Jessie Larsen and her committee worked with the party 
Platform Committee members and also attended the convention.." 


Oct. 8, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, LH. "Jessie Larsen reported that a letter had been 
prepared to be sent to all candidates for the Legislature, asking them to stat 
their position on support to libraries.. Jean Dabagh is preparing fillers for 
the ADVERTISER publicizing libraries.. Mrs. (Eleanor) Davis (HLA President) re- 
ported that local Junior Chamber of Commerce groups are being urged to join the 
national program called OPERATION LIBRARIES. Regarding the DPI Survey and the 
fact that school libraries were not mentioned, letters were sent to Mr. Chamberlin 
and Dr. O'Dell, and they replied that school libraries WOULD be included..." 


Nov. 17, FALL MFETING, Reef Hotel. Luncheon, business, program. "Mrs. Davis re- 
ported 160 paid members.. Miss Carolyn Crawford, Program Chairman, introduced 
Mrs. Mabel Jackson (Head.of LH) who gave a brief account of what the Library 
Services Act will mean to the libraries of the Territory.. Thelma Hadley of 
Kauai, and Lucille Berg of Maui, then spoke on how their libraries are organized, 
and the plans that have been drawn up for the consolidation of all the libraries 
of the Territory. A question period followed.." Dec. 10, EXHCULIVE COMMITTEE, 
LH. "Mrs. (Florence) Meng reported a balance in the treasury of $351.63 and a 
balance in the Publications Fund of $712.63.. Jean Dabagh reported that a letter 
had been sent to all successful candidates urging their support for libraries, 
(enclosing) clippings from the HONOLULU ADVERTISE on the needs of territorial 
libraries.. (She) urged everyone to get in touch with as many legislators as 
possible, by phone or personally.. Stella Watanabe of the Membership (and Re- 
cruiting) Committee showed posters and folders she had received.. Margaret 
Holden, chairman of the Special and Reference Libraries Section reported a 
meeting about newspaper libraries. Mrs. Davis reported the Oahu Democratic Com- 
mittee and Democratic Central Committee were planning to have meetings on both 
broad and specific problems of the region, and (asked) if we would be interested 
in attending meetings that would affect us.. There (will) be two articles ap- 
pearing shortly in the ADVERTISER..." and so we leave them. 


- This thumbnail sketch of HLA is as full of holes as a Swiss cheese, but 
our original notes ran to 50 pages, so something had to give. We are grateful 
to Clare Murdoch for Hawaiian items, and to all who helped us walk down Memory 
Lane. Our HLA world has taken on depth and perspective as we see its problems 
unroll from the beginning. HLA, 1957 model, is a far cry from the 1922 Model T, 
- Miss Allyn's pleasant little sewing circle, but where would we be without the 
Founders? It's always fun to create, and the pioneers had fun. History clings 
to their coat tails. Their spirit will not die, their bones will rise again. 
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1923 
1924 
1925 
1926-27 


1928 
1929-30 
1931 
1932-33 


1934 
1935 
1936 
1937-38 
1939 


1940 


PRESIDENTS 





of the Hawaii Library Association 


1922 - 1956 


1922 


Mabel Hawthorne, Punahou 
Margaret FE. Newman, Hawaii 
Bess McCrae, I. 


Ida G. Macdonald, Normal 
School, UH 


Margaret E. Newman, LU 


Laura Robson Sutherland, LH 


Marion Morse, Academy of Arts 


Jessica Purdy Restarick, 
McKinley High School 


Catherine Delamere, UH 
Myrtle Coleman Mattison, LH 
Ebba Zetterberg, Punahou 
Maude Jones, Archives 


Ann Pfaender, LH 


Margaret Titcomb, Bishop 
Museum 


1956 


Eleanor H. 
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Clara Hemenway, UH 


1941-42 
1943 
1944 
1945 


1946 


Jane Fairweather, LH 
Ethel Bowen, Kam Schools 
Violet A. Silverman, LH 
Charlotta Hoskins, UH 
Ida’ G. Wilson, LH 


Priscilla Griffey (later 
Harpham) UH 


Mabel Jackson, LH 

Clarissa Halsted, Punahou 
Ann Pfaender, Iolani School 
Fuphie Shields, UH 

Suzanne Starr, LH 

Virginia Crozier, LH 


Jean B. Stevens, Hawaiian 
Pine 


Jean L. Dabagh, HSP. 


Davis, LH 
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HOW TO BE FAMOUS WITHOUT EVEN TRYING 


- by Helen Bevens - 
Head of Kailua Branch, Library of Hawaii 


It is not necessary to circulate Communist literature or pornographic books 
to become a public issue; all you have to do is innocently wish for a new branch 
library building in a town where community associations are rampant and land is 
scarce. 


We created the issue to begin with. The town had hardly noticed how over- 
crowded and inadequate our rented quarters were, until we pointed out what a sad 
disgrace we were to such a fine community. Women's clubs and local groups were 
fascinated by horrifying statistics on our lack of space, lack of books, lack 
of everything but customers. We complained to library users, fussed at meetings, 
and fumed to the newspapers until Kailua thought it needed a library more than 
anything else in the world. (We really couldn't worry that it needed a hospital 
and new schools and other things; we couldn't fight everybody's battles, after 
all.) The lively JCC Women's Auxiliary sent representatives to talk to individual 
legislators about introducing a bill for a new Kailua branch library;. hundreds 
of citizens sent postcard petitions to the Legislature; seventeen community as- 
sociations, service clubs and PTA's wrote letters supporting the bill. 


That was easy. Our appropriation for $225,000 was passed, the Governor 
signed the bill, and the Committee on Capital Improvements gave our project top 
priority. (The amazing thing is that after you acquire some newspaper clippings 
and carbon copies of letters from organizations you can use them to convince the 
next person or group or committee that you are an important matter of general 
public interest, even if it was just little old you who composed the articles 
and drafted the letters in the first place.) 


It was then the fun began. The Department of Public Works, considering the 
possibility of combining the future community center with the library, held a 
public hearing in Kailua to discuss the question and decide on a site. We had 
already selected our site, the choicest spot in the center of town, on Kuulei 
Road. At the hearing our fellow-citizens more or less agreed with this (amid a 
general chaos of suggestions and motions), and the community center question was 
shunted aside. But unfortunately at the meeting it also became very clear that 
the Kaneohe Ranch Company, which owned the site (and most of the land in Kailua 
as well) was not about to sell it. 


Silence fell for three months, while we grew weary of answering the ques- 
tion, "How's the new library coming?" Then Public Works informed us that the 
Ranch Company would not sell the Kuulei Road site at any price, that condemnation 
proceedings would take too long and be too expensive, ani that they had determined 
on another location for us in a handy cow pasture just outside the business dis- 
trict, which the Ranch Company indicated it was willing to sell. We sadly con- 
curred, telling ourselves that after all it would be too much to expect a mere 
library to have the best location in town. Public Works offered the Ranch Company 
$85,000 for the pasture, and the Ranch Company coldly said that would not be 
enough, 
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The curtain then rose for the second act. The hero appeared. Public Works 
had to take the matter of re-zoning the cow pasture before the City Planning Com- 
mission, and the Commission forthrightly refused, saying that according to the 
master plan the Kuulei site was the right one for the library. This put the 
branch library back in the fight - God bless the Planning Commission. 


Ranch Company then brought some distinguished citizens and real-estate ex- 
perts before the Planning Commission to testify that the Kuulei site should be 
zoned for business, whether the Territory was planning to buy it or not. Busi- 
ness zoning, of course, would fetch them a much fancier price. We countered 
with letters to the Planning Commission on the importance of the library and to 
the newspapers on the poor civic spirit of the Ranch Company (and even wrote a 
polite letter to the Ranch Company pointing out what an asset a good library 
can be to a community - but the company was unimpressed). Planning Commission, 
still our hero, turned down the Ranch Company's request. 


Public Works then offered the Ranch Company $34,000 (the appraised value of 
the Kuulei site), and geve the conpany thirty days to reply. It did not reply, 
but struck a mighty blow: newspaper articles appeared announcing that the Ranch 
Company would give the Territory, absolutely free, seven beautiful acres just 
outside the entrance to Kailua, for a library aud commmity center, if only the 
Territory would release the Kuulei site for business. ‘the seven acres is ina 
swamp half a mile away from Kailua, but many citizens and community groups were 
quite impressed with the generosity of the offer, and indeed some assume that 
we will be moving up the road almost any day now. We were momentarily staggered, 
but rallied when we found that the Planning Comaission will stand fast on the 
zoning, the Library Boaid will not consider accepting the swamp for us, and Public 
Works is going ahead with plans for the Kuulei site.  Nowever, the Territory did 
not reply to the offer because it was never actually made, and meanwhile the 
Ranch Company persuaded the Kailua Community Association to discuss it - nothing 
like a little community discussion to slow things up. 


We put our by now efficient propayvanda machine to work to spread the word 
that there is nothing to discuss, that the library site is a closed issue, and 
that the suggested seven acres is a funny joke. We think we will win, except - 
well, except that the foxy Ranch Company may still have something up its sleeve, 
we don't know how long Public Works will take to get the order of possession 
for the Kuulei site, we may lose the court fight and have to pay the business 
price for the land eventually, and we are told that it is hard to get a con- 
tractor to bid on a building these days because of the boom in the construction 
industry. But anyhow everybody in Kailw knows there is a branch library here, 
however inadequate. We're famous without even trying. 


P.S. - As this issue goes to press, we are just beginning a new campaign 
to persuade the Kailua public to persuade the 1957 Legislature to give us 
another $100,000 to pay for the land, in case the courts decide in favor of the 
Ranch Company. Will the Legislature grant the appropriation, or will they ask 
in bewilderment, "Didn't we pass that Kailua Library before?" Will the City 
Planning Commission hold firm? Will the editor of the WINDWARD REPORTER continue 
trying to cram the free seven acres of swampland down our throats? Will the com- 
munity support another measure for another appropriation for the same old library, 
with seven acres of absolutely free swampland being offered us up the road? Wait 
and see. This is going to be fun. 
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BOOKS FOR SALE! 


- by Ruth Birnie - 
President, Friends of the Library of Hawaii 


What does one do when she finds her family grown and her household duties 
not enough to absorb twenty-four hours a day? Volunteer work, of course! In 
my case, the FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY, particularly the annual book sale, seems 
to be the answer. Having been practically brought up in a library, then spend- 
ing more years than I care to mention working in one or another, naturally, 
keeping contact with libraries is a chief interest. Almost thirty years ago I 
began my career in the Islands in the Library of Hawaii, so it is only fitting 
that I now help promote this library. 


After finishing another report on another sale,* I sit contemplating the 
future of such projects. I am also reflecting on the past. For the annual 
FRIENDS' book sale is no longer a polite little efternoon's diversion ina 
shady garden, or even a few days in the darkness and fragrant heat of old 
Woody's; it is now a major undertaking. And all indications point to a con- 
tinued bright future. This last salé, with the aid of some 40 women (and men), 
not including those who transported books to the scene of the sale, assumed 
large proportions. Needless to say, it was the most successful ever. And now 
the pattern is set; there is no going backward. 


But the sale is not all work. Aside fron the year-round job, or pleasure, 
of discovering various treasures when pricing and packing, there is the fun of 
being exposed to that peculiar species of human - namely, collectors. After 
many sales, their faces are now very familiar. 


On last September 24th and days following, all paths seemed to lead to the 
YWCA. All ages, types and shapes, they came with baskets, with boxes, and with 
string bags, from early morning until 10 p.m. They brought babies in gocarts 
and children by the hand, and left laden with what some of us would consider the 
worst possible junk. They complained that books were priced too high. They 
complained that they were priced too low. After all, when you can buy a paper 
back at any drug store or super market, you can hardly ask more than 25¢ for a 
dirty, thumbed copy of even a treasure. "Do I have to look througli all these 
books?" they asked. They thought that not enough books were out at a time, 

They complained that too many books were out and that the books were "all mixed 
up". "I haven't even read the books I got last year," one woman lamented. 

They demanded lists of books on sale and they deplored tne absence of a catalor. 
They fussed that valuable books were priced most unreasonably - an engineering 
text, originally $10, now out of date, was to be had for only 25¢! ‘They de- 
manded personal service, and it was supplied when requests could reasonably be 
filled, for after all, it did pay off in new memberships and in public relations. 
They bought until the last book was packed on the last day of the sale, fol- 
lowing us from table to table as we cleared, until long after the scheduled 
closing time. 


*St. Andrew's, which she also managed. 
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PEOPLE WERE FUNNY. Photographers pictured frantic bargain snatchers and 
babies chewing on books while parents browsed. There was the fat man resembling 
Tweedledee (or was it Tweedledum) who came thrice daily in search of erotica. 

A little boy dumped his penny bank on the table and spent to the limit of its 
contents. A bleached blonde stood for three hours one afternoon reading a red 
hot number, and then walked out without spending a dime at which it was priced. 
Consumed with curiosity, we later discovered it was LADY NAMED LOU, by Donald 
H. Clarke. A mother objected to her grown son's purchase of a Latin tome, 
labeled "libri sex", because it might be pornographic. There was the ardent 
customer who grabbed up a set of Harvard classics on the first day of the sale, 
only to find later that there was a volume missing. Afraid to face her husband 
with the news, she haunted the place, pestering each worker each day and each 
hour for help in finding the missing volume. She searched frantically through 
every box of books and finally, in desperation, went to a second hand book 
store where she located the missing number and paid $2.50 for it. 


BARGAINS, BARGAINS. One year a Hawaiiana collector claimed he found a 
letter, supposedly an original from Obookiah to Mr. Samuel Damon, dated 1815, 
in a book he'd bought. This was never proven, but if so, his 15¢ bargain was 
indeed a find. Among the many records on sale, happy customers found such 
collectors' items as early Benny Goodmaus or Glenn Millers for 10¢, as well as 
whole symphonies for 50¢. The purchaser of a set of the AMERICANA with one 
volume missing reported back the next year that she had found just the missing 
volume at a Punahou sale! 


SETS AND SETS. What is there so alluring ebout sets? No matter what 
they are, or in what condition, they sell like the proverbial hot cakes. One 
year an elderly couple discovered the sale quite by accident just. before 
closing time on the last day. They promptly and happily bought up all re- 
maining sets, mangy condition or no, simply delighted at their good fortune. 
A man, who shall be nameless, having just bougitt a new home on "Snob Hill", 
said he needed books to fill up his shelves. The only stipulation was that 
they look nice and be in colors suitable for his living room. He carried away 
$33 worth, mostly sets, in attractive bindings. A colored shipyard worker in 
blue jeans spent almost his whole pay check chiefly on sets, and carried home 
two heavy box loads via bus, making two trips to complete the operation. 


Recruiting workers for the sale was easy, as it seemed to have a certain 
glamour for them, I must say that the gals in strapless suntans and wearing 
exotic jewelry lent a refreshing touch. Ukulele players who strolled in 
after class also added an original touch. 


LEFTOVERS. Disposal of books after the sale was a simple matter for muy 
years when @ certain college took them off our hands for.a flat sum, lock, 
stock and barrel, sight unseen, without a qualm. We rejoiced at our good 
fortune. Isut it was too good to last. Suddenly finding they had about ten 
copies each of "ZOT2Z!" and "EGG AND I" on their hands, they began to get dis 
couraged and to realize that this was not a practical way to stock their 
library tc meet necessary standards. 


SUGGESTIONS FROM ONLOOKERS. Future sales might provide super market type 
baskets yor harassed parents - not only for parking offspring, but for. browsing 
and choosing their bargains. Better still, a baby-sitting service could be 
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provided while parents browse. Also @ secretary to record all the amusing events 
of the crowded days - most of which I seem to have forgotten. So ... librarians 
need never go on the shelf, but, like old soldiers, need never die, but merely 
fade into the fun of book sales. Any volunteers for next year? 


IT'S FUN TO EXCHANGE 
- by Lillian Rockett - 


I am a school librarian, from Young Junior High School, Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. This year I traded places with Mrs. Stella Belknap of Baldwin High 
School, Wailuku, Maui. And my experiences have been so interesting and happy 
that I enthusiastically recommend the exchange program. It is a grand way to 
see new places and meet new people and at the same time get a new insight into 
librarianship. 


Both my exchange and I find ourselves in different type libraries, with 
different problems than those in our own schools. High school students need 
more help with reference questions than my younger students did. My home library 
is very new, as I had the pleasure of starting it from "scratch" in the fall of 
1954. It is small - only 1500 volumes -.and the big problem was building the 
collection of reference materials, pamphlets, magazines, and books. Here the 
library is an old one with about 10,000 volumes, many old magazines and other 
materials. So here the problem is one of sorting, weeding and adding new 
materials to keep things up-to-date. The student body at Baldwin High is over 
1200, about twice the size of my school in Santa Fe. However, the circulation 
isn't half as large here as it is at home. I still have not found a satisfactory 
explanation of why these students read so little. 


The beauties of Hawaii and its delightful climate are even more enjoyable 
than I had dreamed. Each day brings some new flower or plant or scenic view to 
be enjoyed. I think I am particularly fortunate to be on the island of Maui 
where, from Baldwin High School, I can look out at both the ocean and the moun- 
tains. I have lived near the Oregon beaches, and my home in Santa Fe is in the 
new Mexico mountains, but to be near to both at once is splendid. The view I 
find most thrilling is from Mt. Haleakala where I can look down and see the 
ocean on both sides of Maui and also four other islands in the distance. On 
exchange I have time to visit these other islands. I spent a few days in Hono- 
lulu during the Thanksgiving recess. I saw the whole island of Hawaii over 
Christmas, and when Easter comes I plan to see more of Oahu and Kauai. 


People fascinate me, especially those of different cultures. In Santa Fe 
there are Spanish-Americans, Indians, and haoles, so the experience is not 
entirely new, but here it is intensified. I find these island students friendly 
and about the same to work with, though many of them are quieter and do not talk 
so readily as those at home. It's fun to meet their people socially. I would 
like to know them better and learn more about their culture. The many kinds of 
food here intrigue me - at least to sample. 


The whole experience is proving most satisfying, and I hope more of you 
will take advantage of a library exchange. So many of you have been kind to me 


here that I hope you will come to Santa Fé, and give me the opportunity to show 
you some of our wonders in turn. 
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WAIOLEKA GIRL 


« by Yvonne Smith - 





Head of Reference Section, Library of Hawaii 


Chorus $ 


Chorus: 


Chorus: 


Chorus: 


Chorus: 


Chorus: 


Chorus: 


Waioleka Girl, my dear girl, 
You no more hana-hana! 

No more pali, nc more book, 
You go Puohala ho'omaha! 


Ephraim come to Hilo-town, 
He one missionary. 

Grandson male pretty girl: 
Bimeby Waioleka. 


Waioleka Girl ... 


Waioleka go to Punahou, 
Plenty akamai! 

She go to mainland, get smart 
Come back and run liberry. 


Waioleka Girl ... 


One day come one Silver-man, 
Teach da keeds speak good. 

Keiki study planty hard; 
Waioleka study Art! 


Waioleka Girl ... 


Soon Waioleka male Art. 
Bimeby come pepe. 

Dey like da keiki so nui nui, 
Think mebbe dey have five! 


Waioleka Girl ... 

Allatime feex da formula, 
Allatime wash da daipa! 

Waioleka say, "Waste time! 
More betta hana-hana!" 


Waioleka Girl ... 


quick, 


She help da author write da book, 


Da keiki witn homework. 
Tourist like Hawaii more, 
Alla ‘cause Waioleka! 


Waioleka Girl ... 
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RALPH SHAW HIGHLIGHTS THE WINTER QUARTER 


- by Eleanor H. Davis - 
Assistant Chief Librarian, Library of Hawaii 


The three months since the fall HLA meeting in November have been busy ones 
for your Executive Committee. Legislatively, we have been concerned with the 
two public library problems of adequate budgets, and of consolidation. Follow- 
ing the November elections, letters were sent to all members of the 1957 Legis- 
lature, congratulating those newly elected and urging the support of all for 
adequate library budgets. Reproductions of a STAR-BULLETIN article and an 
ADVERTISER editorial stressing the needs of libraries on every island were in- 
cluded. In January your President appeared on the Pineapple Companies of Hawaii 
program over KGMB in an interview with Dwight Esser on the same subject. 





Early in January 4 newspaper report quoted Governor King as favoring county 
control of public libraries. A letter of protest was sent him, endorsing instead 
the establishment of a Department of Libraries as preferable, if any change were 
to be made from the present set-up. As a result your President, the Chairman 
of the Legislative Committee - Jessie Larsen, and the President of the Library 
of Hawaii Board of Trustees - David Moncrief, were asked to discuss the matter 
with the Governor and Percy Mirikitani of the Attorney-General's office. The 
Governor agreed to defer to the Association's wishes and to those of the FRIENDS 
OF THE LIBRARY OF HAWAII, and to support such consolidation, though personally 
he still believed the libraries properly should come under the jurisdiction of 
the county governments. A consolidation bill has already been prepared and 
endorsed by a committee under the chairmanship of Secretary Farrant L. Turner, 
consisting of representatives from the Boards of Trustees of all four island 
library systems. But since the Governor disapproved of several key items, he 
plans to have a bill of his own prepared and presented to the Legislature as 
recommended legislation. There seems to be some danger of a purely political 
Directorship if a Department of Libraries ig established. So at its February 11 
meeting the HLA Executive Committee went on record as unwilling to support any 
bill that did not limit the appointment of the Director to someone with profes- 
sional qualifications. 


The big event of the winter was of course ALA President Ralph R. Shaw's 
visit in January. Dr. Shaw stopped over for 24 hours on his way from an I.C.A. 
assignment in India to midwinter ALA in Chicago, and we packed every minute of 
his. day with library business. In the morning he met with several officers and 
committee members for an intensive a4 hour session during which we picked his 
brains for information and advice on various HLA problems. He lunched with the 
Board of Trustees and the Chief Librgrian of the Library of Hawaii - Mabel Jack- 
son; and was rughed off by Board President Mongrief for a consultation with the 
Governor, during which Dr. Shaw strongly emphasized the low library budgets in 
Hawaii and the advantages of consolidation rather then county control. Then he 
was hurried off to an HLA tea and reception at the Willows, attended by some 80 
people, who sat on the edge of their chairg as Dr, Shaw gave a most stjmulating 
and provocative talk on library needs and the efforts of ALA and other groups to 
meet them. It was an exhausting day for our visitor, but a most productive one 
for HLA and one which he seemed to find as stimulating as we did. 
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The previous month HLA officers and delegates-at-large entertained at lunch 
for another interesting visitor, Mr. Itsuaki Hatsukade, Librarian of the Chiba 
Central Library of Chibaeshi, Japan. Mr. Hatsukade was returning home from the 
International Federation of Library Associations meeting in Munich, and had just 
spent three months visiting American libraries as a participant in the Foreign 
Leader Program of the International Exchange Service of the U. S. Department of 
State. Since Mr. Hatsukade. did not speak English, but was very fluent in German, 
Irmgard Hormann of the Library of Hawaii and her brother, Dr.. Helmuth Hormann 
of the Pasadena Playhouse, acted as interpreters and were largely responsible for 
the success of what. developed into a most lively and entertaining occasion for 
everyone. 


HLA has also been busy in the school library area. Several months ago we 
wrote Dr. William Odell-of Stanford University, Director of the DPI Fducational 
Survey, expressing our hope that the school libraries would be included in his 
study. As a result, when he was in Honolulu in December, a group consisting of 
Mrs. Ruth Fung, Chairman of the HLA Children's Section and Librarian of Ala 
Wai School, Mrs. Flna M. Barrett of the Kahala School Library, Mrs. Mabel Jack- 
son of the Library of Hawaii, and your President met with Dr. Odell and Dr. Cecil 
Dotts of the DPI for a very frank and thorough discussion of the problems faced 
by school librarians and the vain efforts of HLA over many years to persuade the 
department of the need for a school library supervisor or coordinator. We were 
most favorably impressed by Dr. Odell’s grasp and sympathetic understanding of 
the situation. As a direct result of this meeting, Mrs. Jackson, Miss. Carolyn 
Crawford of the University of Hawaii Teachers College, and your President met 
with Mr. Clayton Chamberlin, Superintendent of the DII, to discuss the same two 
subjects. Mr. Chamberlin gave what was practically a firm promise that a school 
library coordinator would be appointed to the staff by next. fall, probably paid 
for by McInerny Foundation funds, since it is expected that the present Founda- 
tion-subsidized Consultant in Mathematics and Science.will be included in the 
regular DPI Verritorial Budget. 


HLA has a new committee, one on Library Education, consisting of Charlotta 
Hoskins, Chairman, Margaret Holden, Ruth Fung, Geraldine Milne, and Carolyn 
Crawford. This committee came into being as a result of the interest of Dr. 
Shunzo Sakamaki, Dean of Summer Session at the University of Hawaii, in having 
classes in librarianship included in the summer courses. Miss Crawford will 
teach two such classes during this year's session, but it has been suggested 
that perhaps in future years it might be possible to present an institute for 
school librarians and/or others, giving regular Fducation Departiient credit, but 
under mainland leadership. Or they might present courses taught by local-or 
mainland people which would be accepted by the accredited library schools. This 
subject was discussed at some length with Dr. Shaw during his visit, and as a 
result, the Committee on Library Education will study the possibilities and make 
recommendations to and for HLA. 


Maile Kearns' very fine HLA-inspired recruiting article, IN LIBRARIES 
10,000 NEW JOBS, appeared in the February 3 issue of the Sunday ADVERTISEK'S 
Hawaiian Weekly section. Hsaidee Binns of the Library of Hawaii made a most 
striking Cover Girl. We are hoping to use the same picture for avrecruiting 
poster of our very own, as we feel it may perhaps have a special appeal for 
island young people. ' 

- Eleanor H. Davis, President HLA 
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ISLAND NEWS 


ARMED FORCES ...-+. +--+. +e « « « Mildred Saunders and Helene B. Gowen 


Miss MARY BURGARELLA (Simmons, '48) has arrived from Clark Air Force Base 
in the Philippines, where she was Base Librarian, to be Chie? Librarian at 
Hickam Air Force Base. Mr. JACK BROSTL has resigned as Librarien of the U. S. 
Naval Air Station, Barber's Point, and taken up his new position as Base Libra- 
rian at Hickam... The Fourteenth Naval District Library has been renovated and 
while it is still probably the most crowded library in the Navy, it does have 
new shelving and new furniture. 


PEGGY SUTOR, assistant librarian at Schofield Barracks, is leaving the 
Islands in April, for a position as librarian in the Undergraduate Library at 
the University of Illinois in Urbana.. All Army Libraries are busy working on 
publicity scrapbooks to be entered in the Fifth Army Wide Publicity Contest in 
conjunction with the ALA-Wilson Company sponsored John Cotton Dana Publicity 
Awards. 


BISHOP MUSEUM .-.«se«eceeeseeese ves eese ee ce « « Margaret Titcomb 


Dreams - very large! Actualities - still restricted! But we hope this 
year will see more binding done, some cataloging of manuscript material of 
historical value, and perhaps other projects will push their way to the top. 
In the meantime, routine consents to be forgotten for a brief time, then rears 
its bold form! So it goes! 


KAUAI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o . . . . . . . . . . . Mary M . Sp illner 


At long last the central library in Lihue is to have a staff room, and 
those working there will no longer need to look with envy at the quarters pro- 
vided in our three branch buildings. The Board of Trustees of the Kauai Public 
Library Association has made possible an attractive addition of hollow tile 
which is now under construction, and when completed will be equipped with kitchen 
facilities, lavatory, and new furniture. Large sliding doors will open to a 
lanai with built-in plant boxes. 


LIBRARY OF HAWAII . . . . . . . . . + . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Al ice Covell 


Staff: - LURENE GREER arrived from Seattle Public Library, where she had 
charge of juvenile work in the stations, to head the Wahiawa Branch.. Mrs. 
MARGARET FITZPATRICK joined the Catalog Department - a complete change from the 
New York Port Authority library.. HAIDEE BINNS from the Tremont Branch Library 
in New York City joined the Edna Allyn Room children's staff, just in time to 
entertain the staff Christmas party with a nice story - AMAHL AND THE NIGHT 
VISITORS - complete with cardboard stage.. Mrs. HAZEL NISHIMURA has left Exten- 
sion Department for work in San Jose College library, where her husband will be 
attending school. She is replaced by Mrs. IDA TRIJIANI, former head of the 
circulation department at the University of Notre Dame. 


Mrs; VIOLET SILVERMAN, Head of the Hawaii and Pacific Section, retired in 
October, to be replaced by CLARE MURDOCH. An Aloha Week pei supper was held in 
Violet's honor at the Kalihi-Palama Branch. There was a muumuu and aloha shirt 
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parade, but the event that stole the show was an original song by YVONNE SMITH, 
"Waioleka Girl". We have missed Violet in many ways, particularly in her en- 
thusiastic support of library activities.. Mrs. KAY KERR, the Voice of the 
Library, left us speaking in a whisper when she gave up her publicity job to 
join her husband in Puerto Rico. We miss her - especially those amateurs who 
are doing bits and pieces of her job.. 


Library Sections recently had their pictures taken - action shots - by a local 
photographer, Mr. IRVING ROSEN. ‘They will be used as need arises.. After the 
recent staff meeting where a MODELS OF HAWAII expert talked, we saw staff members 
using a "floating" walk, or climbing stairs with "fannies tucked under” - for a 
few days at least... Desf children from the Diamond Head School enjoy their 
visits to Waikiki-Kapahulu Branch so much that in a test on the song "America" 
one child wrote: 


"My country 'tis of thee, 


Land of our library..." ! 


Another child finished the Pledge of Allegiance with, "One nation indivisible 
with libraries and juice for all"!! 


{AUI . . . . , . . . io . . . . . . 7 . . ~ . . 7 . . . . o - + e-e Gai i Portwood 


Staff changes in the Maui County Free Jibrary heave been taking place since 
last May, when ANN HART resigned to return to the mainland... Miss JOYCE HAMERLY, 
the new assistant children's librarian, came in Noveuwber, and is in charge of 
Bookmobile service on Maui. Miss Hamerly comes fiom Beaumont, Texas, where she 
did bookmobile work for the Jefferson County Library. She says she was fortu- 
nate in coming in time for the fall meetings of HILA, where she met co-workers 
from all the island librarics. 


Miss ELIZABETH L. KING, from Spokane, Washington, came to take charge of 
the new Lahaina Branch Library in May, 195¢. She is enjoying e new building, 
and carrying out a variety of plans to attract new borrowers. When the Festival 
of Books had a three-day stand in Lahaiua, following the week in central Maui, 
Miss King worked with their chairuen to make it an outstanding event. 


Extra: The Recruiting Committee of CLA, Children's library Association, 
asked GAIL PORTWOOD, Children's Librarian of Maui County free Library, to repre- 
sent the Islands on that committee. New material is coming, and any HLA members 
who wish to obtain it for use in recruiting high school or. college students can 
get further information from her. 


MUNICIPAL REFERENCE LIBRARY .. . 6 « « «© © © © © «© © © © © « «© Rachel P. Comba 

This library had its biggest year in number cf users and loan of materials - 
but not in accessions; for lack of funds, higher cost of materials, and other 
factors curtailed our spending. 


PUNAHOU . . . . . . . . . . + . . . . . . . . . . . : . . 7. oe . Frances Kenyon 


COOKE LIBRARY has a tape recording of President Eisenhower's 2nd inaugural 
which may be borrowed on request.. Book lists for English classes have been 
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completely revised. The new list for grades 5 - & is now in use, and those for 
grades 9 - 12 will be used next semester... College films sent here from Mainland 
schools are being shown periodically. Alli interested people are welcome to come, 


SPECIAL AND REFERENCE.SECTION «. . « « « o-0 © © «© © © «+s + « »« Margaret Holden 


Meetings have been held on the first Monday of each month. Under way is a 
directory of special and reference library resources on Oahu with MARY MATSUOKA, 
Leahi Hospital, as Chairman, RACHEL COMBA and ELEANOR CHONG as committee members. 
Next meeting will be on photoreproducing machines; the final one this year is 
a dinner meeting April 1 at Leahi. CHARLOTTA HOSKINS, HSPA, and KENNETH SLACK, 
Church College of Hawaii, are in charge of programs. 


SUPREME COURT LAW LIBRARY .. « o's 0 6 © © © «© © «© & « «© « » Mary Helen Weaver 


WEAVER - STEVENS. Mrs. WEAVER, formerly MARY HELEN STEVENS, Head of the 
Library, informs the JOURNAL that she was married January 1, 1957, to SAMUEL POOL 
WEAVER in the Pilgrim Chapel of Central Union Church. He is the author of 
several books, including some on Constitutional Law. He is now doing research 
on Hawaiian constitutional law and finds it fascinating. We all: join in wishing 
them happiness.- Ed. 


The Library entertained the Special and Reference Section of HLA at its 
regular evening meeting January 14.. For other news, ‘the Library now has 
40,000 books and a crack in the floor. 


UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII . . . . . . 7. . 7 . * . . > . 7 . . * . . . * Alma Franklin 


During the past six months we have welcomed two néw staff members - Miss 
PHYLLIS YAP and Mrs. MARGARET RAWSON. Miss Yap is the first assistant at the 
circulation desk. She was formerly on the staff at the Library of Hawaii. 
Mrs. RAWSON, formerly librarian at Iolani School, is an assistant cataloger. 
Now for the first time in two years we have a complete staff in the catalog 
department. 


EUPHIE SHIELDS has just returned from a two months vacation on the west 
coast, where she thrived in the cool, brisk weather. She spent Christmas holi- 
days in Berkeley with CATHERINE DELAMERE, formerly head of our Catalog Depart- 
ment. Friends of JANET BELL will be very sorry to learn that she cracked her 
knee cap lightly in two places while rushing back inside her house to answer 
the phone. The moral of that is ...! Janet is recovering after a short stay 
at Queen's. 


WASHINGTON INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL . . « «+ «© © ee we © © we © © © wo wo 8 ow Sue Starr 


HOLTON - LAWRENCE. On February 22, 1957, MARGARET LAWRENCE was married to 
JOHN HOLTON in the Parke Chapel of St. Andrew's Cathedral, with Dean Cox offi- 
ciating. The bride wore a ballerina length dress of white dotted Swiss, with 
pink accents which were repeated in her bouquet and bandeau of pink and white 
carnations. 


Matron of honor was Mrs. Jack Bryce of Kailua; Frank Martin was best man. 
After the wedding 4 small reception was held in the Kahala apartment of Carolyn 
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Crawford and Suzanne Starr. Mr. Holton is engaged in electronics at Pearl 
Harbor. As Mrs. Holton begins her double career of housewife and librarian, 
her many friends wish them every happiness. 


P. S. from your LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE .......-c-+.-e e+e. Jessie Larsen 


We urge you to contact your own legislator for support of the public 
library appropriations. Each personal and written contact will help emphasize 
the need. 


- NINE EDITORS. AND A DREAM - 


Editing the JOURNAL is 'not.so wild a dream' as that of the Nine Doctors 
who brought God and medicine to the Islands; but it has its wilder side, and 
the nine editors listed below all deserve, if not a Purple Heart, at least a 
Band-aid, and a moment of silence while we call the roll: - 


.» Eloise Winstedt .. Violet Silverman .. Barbara Baker .. 
». Priscilla Griffey Harpham .. Edith Irwin .. Enid Wilford .. 
«. Joyce Wright .. Dorothy McAlister .. Frances Kenyon .. 


Before the JOURNAL there were three short-lived news sheets. The earliest 
on file is NEWS NOTES - HAWAII LIBRARY ASSOCIATION - LIBRARY OF HAWAII, undated 
except that it records Ruth Fressle's marriage to Charles J. Birnie on December 
26, 1931. In 1940 there was another NEWS NOTES - HAWAII LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 
put out this time by Kathryn M. Thompson and Eloise winstedt. Last comes Lei 
Becker's LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NEWS BULLETIN, 1943; and finally the JOURNAL. 


From its founding in 1944 by Eloise Winstedt, the JOURNAL is a gold.mine of 
informal HLA history. For instance, June 1945: "Isabel Welsh of Hawaii reports 
$300,000 appropriated for a new county library in Hilo, and $30,000 for branches. 
September 1945: "Gale Sakai of the University Library has finally stopped the 
mynah birds from nesting in the Senate documents." December 1945: "Jane Fair- 
weather goes to set up army libraries in Manila.. Eva Blood becane Eva Boyd 
legally on Sept. 29." 





Or June 1946: "James Tice Phillips gave the University of Hawaii his valu- 
able collection of Hawaiian state papers and reports of local business firms.. 
Lois Jones arrives in the Islands with her bicycle.. Alice Alexander resigns..." 
June 1948: "The Great Spanish Enciclopedia universal ilustrada europeo-americana 
(ESPASA to you) has finally arrived at UH in shipshape condition, all 86 volumes. 
It passed through Honolulu a few months ago, but somehow failed to disembark 
with the rest of the freight, and has since been to China and back." November 
1953: "HLA entertained Mr. and Mrs. Norman Cousins at Waioli on October 8. He 
turned down all other invitations and gave us a talk on why people become Commu- 
nist that will live in our memory..." 








- And so it goes. Some day we should index and abstract the contents. 
Poring over the only complete file, in the UH Hawaiian Room, researchers and 
future editors will marvel how EW made an appealing format with only stylus, 
typewriter, and cheap mimeo paper. They will enjoy chatty personals and thrill 
at postwar library expansion in issues edited by VAS, BB, FI, and EW the 2d. 
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PGH - now there was a pioneer! She set the pattern we follow today, adding to 
news items the true journalistic framework of articles, editorials, crusades, 
and humor. In the 50's, HLA members were making more history, creating more 
serious news, enlarging horizons. The world was our parish, or at least the 
Pacific area, under JW, DM and FK. They printed travelers’ tales by library 
Marco Polos, tidbits of scholarly research, profiles of local libraries, and 
the happenings that affected us in Iolani Palace or on the Sidewalks of Hawaii. 
Now the JOURNAL is almost a teenager, thanks to those who raised it through the 
really difficult years (see Gesell). 


Grownups have always shaken their heads over teenagers, and it may seem to 
some readers that our JOURNAL policy is that poker game variant called "Deuces 
Wild". And they may be right. Our contents are what we can sling together at 
the eleventh hour; our issues are put cut with a hot needle and a burnt thread. 
The JOURNAL is not and never will be the solid mouthpiece that big mainland 
library associations can efford, with professional printing jobs and editors who 
have time to focus and reflect standard library ideas according to Hoyle. We 
shall never rate an Imprimatur from ALA, and frankly, we are such a bunch of 
rugged individualists that we don't want it. There are plenty of solid library 
organs in our mailboxes, but this is our own parish news sheet, of, by, and for 
Islanders. If we want to play poker with deuces wild, we can. 


We have grown with HLA, from early issues of 4 or 5 pages at a cost of $5 
or $10, to issues of 30 or more pages at $50 or $60. ‘The JOURNAL is no longer 
such a one man job that an HLA president can toss one off in her spare time, 
like VAS and PGW. This year the HLA President and Fxecutive Board lishtened 
the editor's work enormously by providing an adequate budget and a JOURNAL Com- 
mittee to handle printing and distribution. Now the editor types up a dummy; 
the Committee does the rest. To its Chairman, Joyce Wright, we owe the improved 
format. With our increased funds we were able to buy a printed masthead’ sheet 
and heavier paper that takes print on both sides. Our correspondents seem to 
like it. WNew York Public Library, which has been cautiously sampling us for 
years, now wants a regular copy. CONTENTS IN ADVANCE asked for our title-page; 
and LIBRARY LITERATURE has decided to index us - partially, we suppose. What 
would they do with our frivolous items, like the Bevensiana listed below? Any- 
hoo, it's amusing to think of library students reading abstracts of our contents 
and wondering what gives in Hawaii. 


But though we grow in size and get our face lifted now and then, that's not 
our main concern. The JOURNAL will be useful to HLA only as long as it lives up 
to the statement of purpose laid down for it in Volume l, Number 1: "The first 
news bulletin of the Hawaii Library Association goes to you with the Aloha of 
your Board. Though we are widely separated in our work, we are closely knit in 
the common bond of librarianship. It is hoped that through this JOURNAL we will 
become better acquainted with each other and will be able to share our problems 
and triumphs." - Violet A. Silverman, President HLA. 


While pursuing this dream, the JOURNAL had a rapid turnover of editors, for 
the job, though fun, used to be too time-consuming in the rugged one-man days. 
Those who survived the experience can marvel that they kept this troublesome 
brain child alive to play its part in HLA affairs. For one thing, the editors 
operated strictly on a shoestring. Lei Becker's preliminary news sheet cost 
$7.41, and early editors followed this econowical pattern, feeling guilty if 
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they turned in a bill of $10 or $12. There was little or no charge for labor: 
the editors often typed it, or managed to get it typed free, and sometimes cut 
the stencils. They scrounged free paper and mimeographing when they could. 
They and their luckless friends made corrections by hand when the mimeograph 
broke down and botched the printing. Of course they assembled and stapled the 
copies and delivered them at meetings; or folded, addressed, stamped and mailed 
them, staggering home from the post office to rest for a few months till the 
calendar flipped around and they realized that another JOURNAL was due and what 
in Heaven's name were they going to put in it this time? 


But they also had fun. Tolerant Executive Boards left them free to print 
what they liked, and readers were kind. So they were on their own, free to 
make mistakes and learn. It was fun to explore island lioraries for n2wsworthy 
features, and discover people who could say important things well. When copy 
was sparse, they could start their friends arguing and take down pearls of 
wisdom from their lips, or expose them to the weirc opinion of some library 
pundit, and get them mad enough to write 4 rebuttal. JOURNAL editors preferred 
live issues to dead ones. Why reiterate that grass is green? They wanted to 
keep their readers awake, at leest. 


Editors have climbed on soapboxes ever since forthright P. Griffey set the 
example. She campaigned for a Catalog Sectica cf? ELA, slanted issues toward 
special groups; and permitted contributors to attack those Sacred Cows, ALA and 
Library of Congress. "Ventilate," say the psycholog’sts, “don't bottle it up." 
There was therapy in open debate, the edito.'s hon cd, bu® t»yey weren't always 
sure their punches had landed. So they hailed with Lig! e hendful of 
readers who called or wrote to ask how the editcr hec tue nerve to print that 
stuff. Besides, they felt, the Board could always d:cp then next spring if 
they overstepped. They really had no time to be editors anyway, but if they 
were, they might as well have fun. 


ey 
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Yet soapboxes were rarely occupied, after all. The important thing was 
a steady flow of news and contributions from HLA wembers who hed something to 
say. Bless them all, the long and the short and the tall! If prizes were 
awarded to contributors, each editor would have her own ideas, but most would 
agree that Helen Bevens rated some sort of prise for quantity and quality. A 
cap and bells? A sharpshooter's badge? ‘Ihe lcast we can do is to list her 
works by opus number, as Koechel did for Mozart. She caused the compilers 
much trouble by using pen names, or none at all, even marrying; but here is 
an attempt at a Bevens Bibliography. 


1. I LOVE THE CARD DIVISION, by Helen Gilbertson. Mrrch, 1945. (After trying 
to order cards from the Library of Congress, Mics Gilbertson gives a dis- 
respectful account of her correspondence, in the JOUNNAL's first humorous 
article.) 

2. THE NEW LOOK IN CATALOGING: PUBLIC'S NIGHTMARE, by Wolverine. December, 
1947. (LC shortcuts still don't simplify; catalogs still too hard for 
educated people to use. Qvoted in LIBRARY JOURNAL, March 15, 194%.) 

3. A CONTRIBUTION TO CULTURAL RELATIONS, by Jessica Jones. March, 1943. (An 
original view of public relations that agsein interested a ma‘niand 
magazine.) 

4. THE FABLE OF THE PURE-MINDED LIBRARIAN AND HOW SHE LOST THE FIGHT, by Pinkle- 
mon Ade. June, 1945. (Defends cowic boos vs. "uplifting" children's 
books. These last three were cover articles for Edith Irwin.) 
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5S. THE SALARY QUESTION. Anonymous. October, 1948. (Are we really underpaid 
for our share of the world's work? We subsist rather well, don't work 
like coal miners or garbagemen. Are we more valuable? Better hush!) 

6. WANDERING THOUGHTS OF A LIBRARIAN PORTESS IN THE SPRINGTIME. Anonymous. 
March, 1949. (A Meditation on bookworms. Published in WILSON BULLETIN, 
it prompted a librarian in far-off Singapore to write and ask for HLA 
pen pals.) 

7. TOWN MOUSE OR COUNTRY MOUSE? Suzanne Starr vs. Helen Bevens. November, 
1954. (Her classic defense of life in a small town Island library; the 
original sketch of a WILSON BULLETIN article.) 

8. ARF LIBRARIANS OVERPAID? Part 1. Anonymous. October, 1955. (Amusing job 
diary of the first hour at work proves the affirmative. Feelings at end 
of day prove the negative just as firmly.) 

9. DOWN WITH LIBRARY POSTERS! by Helen Bevens. April, 1956. (Irreverent view 
of that intrenched institution, the library poster.) 

10. HOW TO BE FAMOUS WITHOUT EVEN TRYING, by Helen Bevens. March, 1957. (Her 
struggle with stubborn landowners to get a good site for her branch li- 
brary; the tumult and shouting to date.) 

















- To Helen and all our writers, Thanks for the Memory. To the Nine Editors, 
"Salud y pesetas, y tiempo para gustarlos". ‘To HLA on its 35th birthday, Many 
Happy Returns! 


- SPRING MEETING PRCGRAM - 


Carolyn Crawfore., HLA Program Chairman, reports her progress to date in 
setting up the spring meeting: - 


Dates set are April 26 and 27. Place, time and speaker for the Fridey 
evening meeting April 26 will be announced through the reservation postcards, 
but members should plan to hold the date for the dinner meeting. 


There will be a two-session meeting on Publicity Techniques, either on 
Friday and Saturday afternoons ox on Saturday norning and afternoon. Mrs. Eloise 
Winstedt is to be general chairman for this workshop or institute type of meeting, 
which has been requested several times by members. She and her committee will 
welcome suggestions as to what you would like to see, whom you would like to 
hear, or what you would like to do for this program. 
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